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increase to be concentrated in a few well-defined areas, rather than
scattered about the whole district in sporadic building or 'ribbon'
development along the roads.   The Oxfordshire parish of Forest
Hill with Shotover, for instance, shows an increase of 2,000 persons
—almost all concentrated in compact housing estates on the western
side of the parish; North Hinksey and Kidlington, each with a
growth of nearly 1,000 persons, and Wootton, Cumnor, St. Helen
Without, and Radley, each with more than 400, are all to a large
extent examples of the same tendency.1  But most of the remoter
villages, away from the main roads, show little growth since 1931;
indeed, it seems probable that in 34 out of the 65 'rural' parishes
there have been since 193 5 small declines. Large tracts of the Area
outside the 'urban' boundaries have now become 'urban' in all their
essential characteristics, and others will no doubt become so during
the next few years. But wholesale and sporadic 'sub-urbanization' of
ancient villages seems to be slowing down or stopping; we may yet
hope that many of them will be left in peace, their stone and thatch
unmarred by patches of modern brick and tile.
Density of population.
The density of population which has resulted from the changing
circumstances of the last twenty-five years varies largely, as might
be expected, in different parts of the Area (see Figs. 15 and 16). The
following table shows that the 'urban' areas have fairly low densities
if the whole of each is taken as a single unit.
table 2
Density of population


Number of persons per acre 


*93I 
W7 
Oxford C.B.      .
Woodstock M.B.
Abingdon MJB. 
9-6
9*5
4*57* 
1 1-4
10-7
4'9 
* Within the present boundaries of the town.
The Oxford density compares favourably with that of other towns
of comparable size, such as Northampton (26-6) and Gloucester
(22-8); indeed, in 1931 only six county boroughs showed fewer
persons per acre than Oxford. These average figures, however,
conceal wide differences within each municipal unit. Thus in Oxford
City the east ward had in 1931 25-1 persons per acre, the south ward
19*9, and the north ward 14-3, but the other four wards were of a
1 See Appendix I, note 9.

